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Jindo-Bingo with a 
beat: Every Tuesday on 
Zoom. 


Career services: In- 
ternships and _ co-ops 
are a great way to gain 
experience. Email 
careerservices@necc. 
| magqss.edu. 


Sign Up for Free Pro- | 


duce! (Nov. 22) 

Sign up once per se- 
mester via the link below 
and shop each month to 
receive up to 25 pounds 
of free produce for you 
and your family! 


Fall Market Dates: 


Tuesday, 11/22 
Tuesday, 12/6 
Haverhill Campus, 
Student Center 12-1PM 
Lawrence Campus, 
Dimitry Building 1-2PM 


11/29 Pack — the 


Stands: Fan Fest/Bas- 
ketball Game. 5pm in 
D building. Free dinner 
and shirts 


Spring & summer 
2023 Class Registration 
has begun. Visit the Ac- 
ademic Center assigned 
to your program for 
more information. 


Exploring the arts 


Photo by Shantely Aquino 


NECC art student lone poses with some artwork at the art gallery opening in the 
Fournier building on Amesbury Street in Lawrence on Noy. 15. 


New gallery opens on Lawrence campus 


By SHANTELY AQUINO 
Features Editor 

On the night of Nov. 15 at 
4 p.m. the department of Art + 
Design held the grand opening 
for the very first art gallery on 
NECC’s Lawrence Campus. 

The new gallery is located 
in the Louise Haffner Fournier 
building on Amesbury Street, 
now where art classes are held 
for Lawrence NECC artists. 

This event was brought to- 
gether by Michelle Carter, the 
chair of the art program, and an 
art professor, as well as Dean 
Amy Callahan. 

This event showcased art 
from students taking art at 
NECC, from various classes 
including Carter’s. Throughout 
the lobby of the building art 
from students was presented 
and encased beautifully. 


Photo by Shantely Aquino 


Some of the artwork on display at the art gallery opening 


ov. 15. 


Continued on page 10 


Nov. 17 and Dec. 1, 4 p.m. 
on Zoom in SC-106 & 
L146 


Respiratory Care Club 
Meeting (Nov. 18) 


Friday, 11/18 Respira- 
tory Care Club Meeting 
11:00am-11:30am on the 
Lawrence Campus (Loca- 
tion: TBD) 


Book Club: There There 


by Tommy Orange (Nov. 
21) 

Pick up a copy of the book 
in $C209 or L134 


Book Discussion on Mon- 
day, November 2Ist at 
12pm in SC 209 


NECC Food Programs. 


Free Monthly Mobile Mar- 
ket: Nov. 22, and Dec. 6. 
Food pantries on both 
campuses, students can 
shop for free. 


Mental Health Panel 
Dec. 1. 2 p.m. in Spurk 
Lecture Hall A 


Winter Choir Concert 
Dec. 4, 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 


Winterfest 
Dec. 7, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Dimitry Atrium, 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Ejliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 

cell’ phone. Extension 3333 

from any campus. phone on 
either campus, 
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By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-chief / Sports edtior 

On Friday evening Nov. 
11, I drove from Lawrence, 
MA to Corona Queens, New 
York, to stay at my relative’s 
house to cover the Knights 
basketball game on Saturday 
at noon in Long Island against 
Suffolk and on Sunday at 1 
p.m. against Essex County 
New Jersey. 

There is a twist on this 
story, let me explain to all 
of you what happened. I was 
driving perfectly fine, my car 


was working good, we passed > 


Massachusetts. I left from 
my house at around five pm 
since | had to wait until my 
dad came home. Itt was not 
just me, it was my parents, my 


fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Stuck overnight 


Car broke down heading to NYC for Knights Basketball coverage 


grandma and my brother came 
with me to NY. 

Alright so we left around 
five and there was traffic like 
crazy on Friday evening, ac- 
cidents left and right, it was 
brutal. Anyways fast forward 
there was a weird smell, it 
didn’t smell too good the 
smell was like Gasol. My 
mom opened the window of 
my car because she thought it 
was my car but my dad’said no 
because two trucks on the left 
lane were passing by so we 
thought it was the truck. 

Everything was fine and 
then all of a sudden out of no- 
where the car stopped in the 
middle of the highway. I put 
both blinkers on amd I turned 
off my car, then I turned 
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back on after two 
minutes. My mom 
was panicking in 
the back seat, my 
brother didn’t know 
what was going on 
since he was sleep- 
ing and my dad 
and my grandma § 
were trying to calm ff 
down my mom. 

I was starting to 
get frustrated a lit- 
tle so we took the 
nearest exit and it 
was Rocky Hill, | 
Connecticut, it was 
an hour and_ thir- 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodrig eZ 


ty minutes from jechanic try’s to fixed my car on Saturday morning at Rocky Hill, 


where I was stayingConneticut. 


at in New York. 

I took the nearest exit I saw 
and then the car started shut- 
ing off by itself every two 
minutes. then the car stopped 
completely. 

Rocky Hill cops aksed 
what was happening when we 
were stopped on the side of 
the street next to a Mobil gas 
station that was no longer in 
service. I told the cop, I ex- 
plained to him the situation 
that was happening to me. | 
told him I needed someone to 
boast up my car, that my car 
doesn’t want to run. He said 
he was coming right. back. 
Meanwhile I asked. someone 
to boast up my-car, that | have 
the cable, so a person was try- 
ing to help me out. Keep on 
mind this was around 9:35 
pm Friday night where I got 
stuck. I tried to ask someone 
for boasters to boast up my 
car, but it didn’t work and the 
same cop came right back and 
helped us push the car into the 
parking lot. 

We then figured out the air 
compressor didn’t work. 

No mechanic was work- 
ing since it was already late 
at night. It was getting closer 
to 10 p.m. So the cop and the 
other person were pushing my 
car until I parked in the Mo- 


bile: gas station that doesn’t 


work anymore. We had three 
different options: number 
one was to stay overnight in a 
near by hotel or number two 
to try to sleep in the car un- 
til next morning the mechanic 
was open or number three so 


} 


my car will be towed an hour 
and thirty minutes away to my 
relative house in NY. I called 
different companies and see 
the price range they gave me 
was in between $600 to $850 
range -- no way. So my par- 
ents, my grandma, my brother 
and myself we slept overnight 
in my car until the next morn- 
ing. Forget about sleeping I 
barely got enough sleep, on 
top of that it-was raining as 
well. 

The next morning came we 
saw online a mechanic open at 
6 in the morning so we order 
an uber 2.4 miles from where 
my car is. I went with my dad, 
my mom stayed in my car with 
my grandma and my brother. 

So me and my dad went to 
the mechanic and when I got 
there it says open 8 to 4. So 
now I’m frustrated and upset 


_ because now it is Saturday 


morning game that starts at 
noon. I’m usually in the arena 
an hour before tip off start to 
do interviews. I’m thinking 
to myself for me to go to the 
game today there needs to be 
a miracle. 

We ‘called different me- 


chanics and stuff and one of - 


the mechanics recognized our 
voice and asked us if we were 
the people that were heading 
to last night in New York who 
got stuck and we said yeah we 
still here we slept overnight in 
the car, etc. 

So he came to us and when 
he came to us he realized the 
belt of the car is no good, it 
doesn’t work, it broke. 


So I went to i to 


get a new belt, meanwhile the 


uber driver stayed with us the 

whole time and he was nice 
God bless him. He said he was 
going to stay until the car is 
fixed just in case we sel ' 
anythingelse. 

We put the belt in my ‘ear ¥ 
and it was around 10 in the 
morning so I started to calcu- 
late on my head and I was like’ 
okay I might be there for the - 
beginning offtip off if not ear- 
ly in the first period. 

We put the belt and I saw 
the wheel is now turning and 
stuff like that so I said okay 
we’re making Progtess, which 
it was a good sign. . a 

Then I pressed the gas for 
a minute or two and we real- 
ized the compressor of the air — 
was no longer functioning and — 
smoke was coming out. 

So we left it there we put a> 
sign coming back tomorrow 
with the mechanic...mean-_ 
while this is Saturday morning - 
now. I left my car in Rocky 
Hill, Connecticut, and we took 


p.m. It was a cisantoue 
next day while I was at th 
basketball game in New Jer- 
sey covering the game my 
dad and two mechanics aon ; 
across the street bought the 
piece that was missing to go to — 
Rocky Hill Connecticut to fix — 
up my car. They got back to 
N.Y. almost at 7:15 p.m. and 
close to 8 p.m. we left back to 

Lawrence on Sunday night. 
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Healey is a great pick for our state 


First woman to be elected governor of Massachusetts 


By Kim ZappaLa 

Opinion Editor 

With the Massachusetts 
mid-term elections decid- 


ed, Democrats came out with 
big wins across the state. The 
Democrats won 37 State Sen- 
ate races as opposed to only 
three Republicans and had 132 
wins as opposed to 25 in the 
Massachusetts House of Rep- 
resentatives. But the big his- 
toric win for the state of Mas- 


‘sachusetts is Governor elect 


Maura Healey with 63 percent 
of the vote. Healey will be the 
first woman elected governor 
in Massachusetts and the first 
openly lesbian governor in the 
country. 

Healey has a clear vision of 
what she wants to accomplish 

The climate crisis is one 
of her top priorities. “She un- 


_ derstands the critical urgency 


of this issue and she knows 
what’s at stake - especially 
for the Commonwealth’s most 
vulnerable communities,” ac- 
cording to Maurahealey.com 

According to her website, 
she will innovate with state 
government, “working di- 
rectly with the communities, 
implementing science-based 
policy, partnering with clean 
technology businesses and 
supporting clean energy re- 
search development.” 

Healey supports criminal 
justice reform. She supported 
the 2020 Police Reform Bill in 
Massachusetts repealing the 
mandatory minimums and bail 
reform. With the new Peace 
Officer Standards and Train- 
ing Commission, she wants 
to “ensure that our police de- 
partments and officers have 
uniform, training standards, 


certification and decertifica- 


tion policies, de-escalation 
tactics and other lifesaving 
procedures,” according to her 
website. 

Healey will “appoint lead- 
ers who share a commitment 
to public safety, equity and 
criminal justice reform,” the 
website said. 

She will continue to sup- 
port investments that prevent 
entry into the criminal justice 
system in the first place by 
expanding and increasing ac- 


cess to behavioral health care 
and recovery services and 
hiring more social workers in 
schools. For those re-enter- 
ing our communities, she will 
look to advance opportunities 
that increase access to jobs 
and education, according to 
her website. 

Healey sees workforce de- 
velopmement opportunities 


“as a means to support peo-— 


ple who are re-entering soci- 
ety” and provide stipends for 
former inmates to live off of 
while they train for new jobs.” 

Healey will continue to 
support legislation to ensure 
incarcerated individuals are 
not charged for phone calls 
to their loved ones which can 
be extremely expensive for 
family members. She believes 
“we must remove barriers to 
re-entry like losing a drivers 
license or being barred from 
good paying jobs or affordable 
housing,” according to her 
website. - 

She will “invest in multi- 
disciplinary crisis to response 
teams to respond to certain 
emergency calls including be- 
havioral health and homeless- 
ness” which will prevent less 
guns for a mental health crisis. 

“As Governor, Healey will 
continué to be a strong advo- 
cate for federal funding for 
early education and care. She 
supports the Common Start 
Proposal which would make 
child care free for the low- 
est-income families, limit 
child care costs for most fam- 
ilies to no more than seven 
percent of their income, and 
significantly increase pay for 
early educators to address the 
work force crisis in the early 
education field,’ according to 
her website. 

As Governor, Healey will 
continue to focus on “closing 
achievement gaps and better 
support for students and their 
families in K-12 education, 
which includes the Student 
Opportunity Act which pro- 
vides more equitable funding 
for our school districts.” She 
finds it important to invest in 
behavioral health services. 
She wants to update our school 
buildings which are in disre- 
pair, outdated, lack modern 


science labs and equipment. 
Schools suffer from poor ven- 
tilation and are not environ- 
mentally sustainable, accord- 
ing to her website. 

“The buildings most in 
need of renovation or replace- 
ment are disproportionately 
in lower-income communities 
that serve larger populations 
of Black and Brown students 
and educators who deserve to 
learn in a modern and healthy 
environment.” according to 
Healey. 

Healey’s website says that 
“as Governor, Healey will 
promote to recruit and retain 
educators of color and expand 
early college programs. The 
Massachusetts Early College 
Initiative helps students from 
low-income families and com- 
munities of color earn free col- 
lege credits and receive sup- 
port while still in high school.” 

Healey will “focus to find 
paths for students in higher ed- 
ucation.” Healey was the first 
“AG in the country to create a 
Student Loan Assistance Unit 
and has helped thousands of 
borrowers navigate our broken 
student debt system,” accord- 
ing to her website. 

For Healey, “tackling our 
student debt crisis is a matter 
of basic economics and ra- 
cial justice.” As governor she 
will continue to “urge Pres- 
ident Joe Biden to cancel up 
to $50,000 in federal student 
debt per borrower.” 

Healey intends on “invest- 
ing in our community col- 
leges.” Healey will also work 
to improve access and afford- 
ability for higher education 
so more students can gradu- 
ate debt free, according to her 
website. 

As Governor, Healey will 
stand up for reproductive free- 
dom. She intends to “shield 
providers and patients from 
civil and criminal liability for 
performing and receiving re- 
productive or gender affirming 
care.” which is legal in Mas- 
sachusetts, according to her 
website. 

Healey would like to “in- 
crease access to emergen- 
cy contraception by calling 
on the Department of Public 
Health to issue a statewide 


standing order for individuals 
to have access it with no cost 
at the pharmacy,” according to 
her website.” 

Healey would like to “man- 
date health insurers to cover 
reproductive and gender af- 
firming care, including abor- 
tion.” She wants patients to 
have no deductibles, copays or 
sharing requirements from in- 
surers, according to her web- 
site. 

“Healey would fight to 
permit access to abortions af- 
ter 24 weeks of pregnancy in 
cases of severe fetal anomaly 


and would work to enact other 


recommendations of the, Be- 
yond ROE Coalition,” among 
other reproductive concerns, 
according to her website. 

As Governor, Healey wants 
to ensure rights for people 
with disabilities ensuring her 
administration addresses “the 
rights, needs and aspirations 
of those individuals with dis- 
abilities in a comprehensive 
and coordinated way,” the 
website said. 

As Governor, Healey will 
continue to stand up to efforts 
to infringe on LGBTQ+ rights 
and work to “ensure that ev- 
eryone in Massachusetts can 
live a happy, healthy, authentic 
life,” according to the website. 

This would include adopt- 
ing gender neutral markers on 
more official documents, and 
streamlining the process of 
co-parent adoption, according 
to her website. 

Healey is also focused on 
the health care affordability 
crisis first by “treating mental 
and behavioral care as serious- 
ly as all other forms of health 
care.” She would like to lower 
the cost of prescription drugs 
and will focus on ways to low- 
er overall healthcare for fami- 
lies, according to her website. 

Housing affordability is one 
of Healey’s top issues. Her 
administration will establish 
a state-led pro-housing cam- 
paign to “educate residents 
about our housing shortage 
and advocate for the creation 
of enhanced housing options 
in the Commonwealth.” This 
effort will include public ad- 
vocacy, training and education 
for community members and 


business leaders, toolkits and 
technical assistance for local 
officials, along with support 
for establishing local and re- 
gional housing production 
goals, according to her web- 
site. 

Healey wants to “ensure 
our public transportation sys- 


‘tem is safe, reliable and acces- 


sible throughout the state.” 

Upon taking office she will 
immediately appoint a Trans- 
portation Safety Chief to work 
across the relevant transporta- 
tion agencies to conduct full 
safety review of our rail and 
bus operations, and roads and 
bridges, including cyclists and 
pedestrians, according to her 
website. 

Healey will “promote eco- 
nomic development that cre- 
ates opportunity, serving and 
balancing needs of all stake- 
holders, our communities, 
workers, employers and inves- 
tors.” “She will approach all 
efforts through an equity lens, 
ensuring everyone in Massa- 
chusetts can access high-qual- 
ity jobs and careers.” 

Healey will continue to 
“defend our immigrant com- 
munities and work to find 
meaningful ways to make sure 
everyone in our state feels 
safe, welcome and has the 
tools to thrive.” She will end 
state and local law enforce- 
ment’s involvement in federal 
immigration matters. At the 
federal level she would like to 
“provide a meaningful path- 
way to citizenship for undoc- 
umented immigrants”, accord- 
ing to her website. 

Healey is also committed to 
protecting voter rights for the 
residents of Massachusetts by 
expanding access to the ballot 
in the Commonwealth. She 
would like to pass the VOTES 
Act in Massachusetts, includ- 
ing same day voter registra- 
tion and election day voting, 
and make voting more acces- 
sible to people who are incar- 
cerated. 

I believe Massachusetts has 
voted in the perfect, progres- 
sive governor who will bring 
equality to all in the Common- 
wealth. 
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Career Services offers tips for job searches — 


By Katie YEATON-HROMADA 
Coordinator for Career Services 
and Internship Programs 


Searching for a job can take 
longer than expected. Did you 
know the average time from 
application to accepting a full- 
time job in 2022 is three to six 
months? Preparing for your 
search, applying and _ inter- 
viewing, researching compa- 
nies, and successfully landing 
a_ position requires patience 
and diligence. 

Here are Career Services’ 
top 5 tips for job searching: 

1. Login to Handshake. 

* Handshake is NECC’s 
job board and much more! 
Attend free employer-host- 
ed events, search for intern- 
ships and jobs, and check out 
NECC’s Career Center Re- 
source area for templates. 

* To get on to Hand- 
shake, login to your MyNECC 


Portal and scroll to the bottom 

of the homepage. Click the 
Handshake login on. the left- 
hand side. ‘ 

2. - Prepare! 

* Creating a resume and 
cover letter is a great first step 
in your job search. It’s best 
to proofread your application 
materials, making sure they 
are free of spelling and punc- 
tuation mistakes. Then. ask 
yourself, are your application 
materials telling your stoi 
Do they contain releya 
formation that shows yo 
the best candidate for the job? 
Are they clear, concis 
easy to read? 

« }P£o. tip: Reach out to 
three qualified people to give 
you feedback. Career Services 
can be one of them! It’s good 
to have a small group of peo- 
ple provide suggested edits 
before you apply. 

3. Keep Track of Your 


Applications. 

¢ Save the job descrip- 
tion as a Word file or PDF. 
You may find the job posting 
has been taken offline when 
you go to interview, and you 
will be thankful to Tracking 
your applications in a journal 
or separate Excel document is 
a great idea. 

* Another helpful tool 


is to,create a spreadsheet to- 
track your applications. List 
company name, the job_ 


id the date you applied | 
document. You may find 


_yourself creating multiple ac- 
id counts and applying to differ- 


ent companies. This spread- 


sheet is a good place to keep | 
your account info, reminders, 


and notes about the role and 
company. 

4. Networking 
Events. 

° Sometimes the best 
job for you is one not listed 


and 


HAVERHILL CAMPUS 
LECTURE HALL A 


on a website. Attending events 
— virtual or in-person — and 
meeting people in the roles or 
company you want to work for 
is an excellent way to discover 
these unlisted opportunities. 
Take initiative today! Create 
a LinkedIn account and start 
connecting with friends, fam- 
ily, NECC alumni, and more. 

5. Beware of scams. 

* — Ifthe job listing seems 
too good to be true, it likely is. 
Here are five common signs of 
| ascam: 

1. A job post that claims 
| you will make a thousand dol- 
_lats:a week by working from 
_ home is acommon example. — 

2. Jobs with poor gram- 
mar and multiple misspellings. 

3. The email address 
isn’t right. The company name 
is misspelled or the email ends 
with Gmail or Yahoo. 

4.  There’s an_ upfront 
cost. You’re asked for pay for 


_— 


your own laptop and equip- 
ment with a promise of bemey 
reimbursed. * 
5... You’re asked to send 1e 
resume and there’s no specific 
job posting. Someone could be 
looking to get your contact in- 
formation, such as your home 
address, thes number, or 
email. Se at Ode 
Want to connect with Ca- 
reer Services? | 
It’s never too early to con- 
nect! Our services are FREE 
for students and recent alumni. 
We help you build career de- 
velopment knowledge, skills, 
and tools that will help you | 
now and ieouphemt shia ca- 
eG and “in-person ap- 
pointments. are available. 
Schedule through Navigate or 
email _careerservices@necc. 
mass.edu with questions. — 


Sr reOsatl 
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Radiologic Tech Club holds food drive 


By SarAH PEIRSON 
Correspondent 

From November Ist to De- 
cember Ist, the Radiologic 
Technology Club is hosting 
a food drive for students and 
staff to participate in as a part 
of this holiday season. 

On the Lawrence campus 
the boxes are set up in the 
Dimitry building and on the 
Haverhill campus the boxes 
areset up in the student center. 

The Radiologic Technology 
Club at Northern Essex par- 
ticipates in alot of fundraising 
to help raise money for their 
seminars. _ 

During the seminars stu- 
dents are able todiscuss what 
they have learned through their 
programs, talk about fundrais- 
ing,how they can helpeach 
other and how they can help 
the community as a whole. 
The food drive is usually once 
a semester, but the club tries. 
to target Thanksgiving to help 
students with money or food 
insecurities. 

Emma Luce the President 
of the Radiologic Technolo- 


gy Club states that she enjoys 
the fundraising aspect of the 
club because it helps you get 
involved with the community 
and help them outside of just 
the medical field. . 

“We hosted some coat 
drives that did really well and 
we wanted to continue to help 
people so we hosted the food 
drive as well,” Luce states. 

This semester was the first 
time in three years the club has 
been meeting on campus 

Luce talks about how you 
meet a lot more people in this 
program that youmay have 
never met in your classes and 
how it’s a great way to make 
connections. 

“If any students are inter- 
ested in anything regarding 
radiology or the Radiologic 
Technology Club, definitely 


contact Angela Bowers,” Luce 


encourages. 

You can take your non-per- 
ishable food items to either 
Dimitry Building or Student 
Center to help out those in 
need this holiday season. 


Photo by Sarah Peirson 


Donation boxes in the Dimitry building on the Lawrence campus for the Radiologic Tech- 


nology Club’s food drive. 


Transfer Fair draws a crowd 


By CAROLINA GONZALEZ 


Correspondent 
On Oct. 18, from 11 a.m. 


to 2 p.m., over 30 admissions 
representatives from multiple 
four-year public and private 
institutions visited Haverhill’s 
Northern Essex Community 


 College’s campus. 


There, the admissions 
counselors supplied informa- 
tion to interested students on 
what programs are available 
to them as well as transfer re- 
quirements and more. 

It had been two years since 
this event took place on both 
Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and now arrange- 
ments for the next Transfer 
Fair are being considered. 


At the Hartleb Technolo- 
gy Center (Building TC) in 
Haverhill, NECC — students 
were greeted with pizza and 
given the opportunity to enter 
a raffle when they signed up at 
the front entrance. 

A transfer checklist was 
handed out and on it were 
guidelines as to how students 
can prepare to transfer to a 
four-year school after gradu- 
ating as well as questions that 
they can ask representatives. 

NECC’s Director of Trans- 
fer, Articulation, and Academ- 
ic Center Advising, Michelle 
Sunday, says, “The Transfer 
Fairs give students an oppor- 
tunity to talk to transfer coun- 
selors at the college they were 
thinking about transferring 


to after graduation as well as 
some colleges they maybe 
haven’t considered.” She ex- 
plains that the best time for 
students to connect with trans- 
fer counselors is in the Fall, 
before graduation in May. 
Sunday continues, ‘“Con- 
necting with a transfer coun- 
selor is important because 
they are the experts on the 
admissions process, criteria 
to get into certain majors that 
might be more competitive 
than others, deadlines, and 
scholarships ... It is important 
to begin those conversations 
early so there are no surprises 
once graduation rolls around 
and they’re ready to transfer.” 
The privileges of completing 
an associate degree at North- 


This paper is your voice, too! 


ern Essex Community Col- 
lege are that individuals can 
save over thirteen hundred 
dollars when transferring to a 
state or private university, and 
most four-year institutions 
have better scholarships when 
transferring with an associate 
degree. 

NECC’s Deb LavValley, 
says, “NECC has many Joint 
Admissions Agreements four- 
year Institutions that make 
transferring easier.” 

Not only is Northern Essex 
Community College partnered 
with colleges and universities 
in Massachusetts but also in 
New Hampshire, Vermont, 
and Maine. For anyone who 
was not able to attend this 
event, current students can 


We want to see what you have to say. : 
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_. You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633, 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


reach out to their academic 
advisor, academic center, pro- 
gram coordinator of their ma- 
jor, or even Director, Michelle 
Sunday and Deb LaValley. 
They can answer questions 
about the transfer process, 
connect students to trans- 
fer counselors at the trans- 
fer college/university, and 
connect them to resources 
like transfer scholarship op- 
portunity. It is vital that stu- 
dents check NECC’s Event 
Calendar for College Tabling 
Visits. https://www.necc. 
mass.edu/succeed/academ- 
ic-support-services/start- 
ing-necc-transferring/cam- | 
pus-visits-transfer-events/. 
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Registration open for winter, 
and summer courses 


By Caro.ina Gonza- 
LEZ Correspondent 
Starting Nov. 7, students at- 
tending Northern Essex Com- 
munity College can now reg- 
ister for classes in the winter, 
spring, and summer. 
“T feel confident. I’m excit- 
ed to try new classes and ex- 


By Ryan Nacy 
News Editor 

A new development project 
has brought out mixed emo- 
tions among local residents. 
Joseph’s Trattoria is currently 


occupying the lot at 145 Ox- - 


ford Ave. off of Route 125 in 
Haverhill, though with news 
of a multimillion dollar con- 
struction project on the hori- 
zon this will all soon change. 

The Haverhill City Council 
recently voted unanimously 
on Nov. 10 to approve plans 
by the owners of Joseph’s 
. Trattoria to construct a retail 
and residential complex set to 
include two hundred residen- 
tial units, private event space, 
a newly built restaurant, and 
several new retail spaces. 

The family that owns Jo- 
seph’s have already construct- 


plore what’s out there,” Sys 
Observer News Editor Aibhne 
Martino, a student at NECC. — 

Now that there are less 
than six weeks left in the fall 
semester, students and pro- 
fessors can expect to. be bay 
during this time. 

Not only are they eoting 


O 


ed a similar development in 
Salem, New Hampshire, with 
more than 20 million dollars 
being invested to construct the 
shopping plaza connected to 
an adjoining 74 unit residen- 
tial community. 

There are also plans to con- 
struct an artisan grocery store 
similar to the Tuscan Market 
also in Salem New Hampshire. 
Its estimated tax revenue from 
the complex could bring in an 
additional $270,000 a year in 
revenue for the city of Haver- 
hill, if everything goes as 
planned. 

Mayor James Fiorentini of 
Haverhill published a letter in 
support of the project, saying 
the development will help cre- 
ate a walkable shopping cen- 
ter for local residents, calling 
the project ‘One of the finest 
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through their workload, but 
they are also preparing them- 
selves for next year and mak- 
ing their schedules. 

The final exams are right 
around the corner too. 

Despite everything that is 
happening, it is important for 
students to register as soon as 


developments to come to this 


city in some time.” 


While some are enthusi- 
astic about the potential new 
economic opportunities might 
have, others are more wary 
when it comes to the impact 
it'll have on the surrounding 
community. 

Critics have suggested that 
the city’s infrastructure might 
not be up to par to support 
such a massive community, 
with potential plumbing and 
water pressure issues being 
discussed as a potential prob- 
lem in the future. 

Civil Engineer Rick Friberg 
identified several key issues 
city officials and residents 
had with the project at the city 
council meeting on Nov. 1. 

Several people have already 
voiced their concerns regard- 


possible. 

“It’s important for students 
to have a plan as to what 
courses they want to take next. 
The fall is coming to an end, 
more quickly than people re- 
alize,” says Sarah Regan-Kel- 
ley, coordinator of the Liberal 
Arts Center. 


rdeveloped? 


Haverhill plans multimillion construction project in a rural neighborhood 


ing impact the village will 
have on local roadways and 
traffic safety, though city of- 
ficials have attempted to quell 
these concerns with plans for 
additional traffic lights and 
sidewalk installation in place 
to deal with the increased traf- 
fic the project will bring. 
Some residents are unhappy 
with the potential additional 
traffic to their neighborhoods 
and fear the project could 
make what was once a quiet 
community far more crowded 
than they’d hoped for. 
Crescent Farms owner 
Mike Davidowicz questioned 
at the Nov. 1 City Council 
meeting how the city planned 
to increase the availability of 


water in the area, which is al- 
ready an ongoing issue in the” 


neighborhood. 


spring 


Students are e encouraged to 
meet with an adviser, or they 
can visit the academic center 
assigned to their program. - 

The Liberal Arts Center i is 
a wonderful place for students 
to sign up for their classes and © 
ask questions as well. 


He lettin the ampere 
tance of being cautious when 
it comes to new development 
projects that might negative- 
ly impact unoccupied land in. 
Haverhill, especially consid- 
ering Crescent Farms has been 
in operation for nearly a cen- 

HERRIRETI Ay ae 

“We preserved our land 
and we want it to remain open | 
See It’s kind of like The OJ 
case,” he said in reference to 
the construction plan, “the 
glove just doesn’t fithere.” 

It’s still unclear whether 
or not local residents and the 
property developers plan to. 
work out an arrangement as 
the start date for construction 
on the new property leone 
closer and closer. 
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The colleges spooky festivities turn out to be a smashing event among students, ft 


By ArBHNE MARTINO 
News Editor 

This year, Northern Essex 
Community College’s cam- 
pus wide Trick-or-Treat was a 
smashing success; with routes 
among the Haverhill and Law- 
rence campuses, students and 
their families had the opportu- 
nity to visit over 30 locations 
to collect candy and treats. 
Several offices even provided 
festive baked goods to trick- 
or-treaters. Along with the 
route for candy, the SOAR 
program hosted a virtual cos- 
tume contest on their Insta- 
gram, @soar_necc, where the 
photos of numerous creative 
costumes can be viewed. as 
well as the three winners of 
the contest. While this event 
provided fun and spirit to par- 
ticipants as well as the oppor- 
tunity to dress up in costume, 
the Campus Wide Trick-or- 
Treat imparted more than just 
a bag of sweets. Many staff 
and students agree that this 
Halloween event sparks con- 
nection and brings together the 


News 


NECC community. “I think 
it’s important for the commu- 
nity piece, but also engaging 
faculty, staff and students in 
this process,” commented As- 
sistant Vice President of Stu- 
dent A ffairs/ Dean of Students 
Jonathan Miller, “I think that 
it also offers opportunities 
for students and faculty staff 
to. also engage their kids, as 
bringing them to the college 
could present NECC as an op- 
tion.” This is an element occa- 
sionally overlooked in events 
such as these, as exposure to 
possible future academic path- 
ways. Faculty of the SOAR 
program, coordinators of the 
Trick-or-Treat, shared similar 
views on the event’s impor- 
tance. “In the SOAR program, 
one of the things that we’re al- 
ways trying to do is recognize 
that a strong, cohesive college 
community helps students ac- 
ademically. If you feel like 
you’re involved and_ playing 
your part and that you belong 
to something, it makes you 


«4 @neccobserver 


more involved in academics | 
as well,” says Jacques Mor- | 


row, “If you’re not, it means 


-you’re disconnected, it means 
that you don’t feel like you | 
can reach out to somebody — 
for help. It really helps people 
in the long run, being a part | 
of that campus community, 
which is why these events are | 
so much fun and so import- 
ant.” It becomes clear that en- 


couraging students to engage 


with the community around — 
them has numerous benefits, — 
both mentally and academical- | 
ly. Students at the event also — 
recognized this importance. — 
An attending participant com- _ 
mented, “A friend of mine told | 


me about this months ago ... 


I think events like these are 


very important because when 
I was in high school we didn’t 
really have many events like 
these to meet people. I’m go- 
ing to be honest, I don’t know 
who half these people are, but 
that’s not stopping me from 
going out and having a good 


fF] tacebook.com/neccobserver 


NECC Campus Trick-or-Treat a Success 


aculty, and families 


Photo by Daist Anderson, courtesy of pexels.com 
Photo of trick-or-treater holding a pumpkin bucket of Hal- 
loween candy 


time!” An student attendee, 
Christian, included, “You re- 
ally get to know people and 
build up your skills with oth- 
er students.” Though, when 
asked what drew them to the 


event, the most prominent an- 
swer was “candy.” With the 
outstanding success of this 
event, it can be said that most 
students likely cannot wait for 
the next Halloween at NECC. 


Alternative energy and the capitalist crisis 


How our economy has drastically affected the climate emergency and which corporations are responsible 


By AIBHNE MartTINO 
News Editor 

In today’s world, the climate 
crisis has made its way into ev- 
eryday dialogues. This issue, 
though it has remained per- 
sistent for decades, has proved 
that it will most negatively 
affect Gen Z, predominantly 
people of color and other mi- 
norities. Despite continuous 
negligent feedback from gov- 
ernment officials, activists 
proceed to push back and 
demand sustainable change; 
many advocate for the use of 
alternative energy sources to 
replace extremely harmful fos- 
sil fuels. The goal of new ener- 
gy, while achievable, remains 
out of reach. Though it may 
seem unattainable at this time, 
it is still possible to effectively 
make the switch to alternative 
energy sources if the people 
stand in solidarity and commit 
to change; by holding corpora- 
tions and politicians account- 
able while also recognizing 
that capitalism is the root 
cause of the crisis, as well as 
beginning with a reduction in 
the world’s overall consump- 
tion of energy, a significant 


decline in emissions may be 
seen. It is necessary to begin 
with holding corporations and 
government officials account- 
able for their prominent roles 
in. exacerbating greenhouse 
gas emissions. A 2021 report 
from UMass Amherst PERI 
used data from a study in 2019 
to determine the leading 100 
corporations that were at fault 
for over 70% of emissions. 
The results concluded that 
the top five energy companies 
alone, being Vistra Energy, 
Duke Energy, Southern Com- 
pany, Berkshire - Hathaway, 
and American Electric Power, 
emitted a total of approximate- 
ly 425 million metric tons of 
CO2. Though these corpora- 
tions may seem far out of our 
reach, several are parent com- 
panies to smaller brands that 
the general population access- 
es on a daily basis. Blackstone, 
for example, which places 31st 
on the list with 19 million tons 
of CO2 emissions, owns Hil- 
ton Worldwide, which is the 
owner of the Hilton Hotels and 
Resorts, one of the largest ho- 
tel chains internationally. One 
may be quick to take this infor- 


mation and turn it on the indi- 
vidual, the consumer. This re- 
action accomplishes nothing, 
it merely aggravates the al- 
ready worsening crisis at hand, 
a matter that can be summa- 
rized in an excerpt from Mark 
Fisher’s, Capitalist Realism; 
“At this point, suddenly, the 
causes of abuse or atrocity are 
so systemic, so diffuse, that no 
individual can be held respon- 
sible... But this impasse - it is 
only individuals that can be 
held ethically responsible for 
actions, and yet the cause of 
these abuses and errors is cor- 
porate, systemic - is not only 
a dissimulation: it precisely 
indicates what is lacking in 
capitalism.” It is becoming a 
commonly known fact that it 
is better to divert the condem- 
nation from the consumer to 
the corporations or the gov- 
ernments that turn a blind eye 
to the issues they cause. To 
effect a substantial transition 
to alternative energy sourc- 
es, this must be the first step. 

In the acknowledgement of 
the origin of the climate crisis, 
it must be acknowledged that 
capitalism is the core motive. 


The system itself has, over 
centuries, become so deeply 
ingrained in our society that 
we have entered what is known 
as “late stage capitalism,” a 
modernized era in which the 
economic system has, with its 
multitude of hypocrisies and 
absurdities, essentially dug its 
own grave. In this era, climate 
change has been provided the 
opportunity to progress, al- 
most to a “point of no return,” 
in which the future appears to 
be grim; to quote Mark Fish- 
er once more, “It is easier to 
imagine the end of the world 
than the end of Capitalism.” 


According to the 2021 United - 


Nations Report, since the In- 
dustrial Revolution, between 
the years of 1760-1820 when 
capitalist economies were put 
in place, the world has expe- 
rienced a dramatic spike in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Additionally, with the endless 
efforts from private owners 
to increase their profit have 
forced perpetual overproduc- 
tion while relying on destruc- 
tive energy sources, it is better 
to divert the condemnation to 
the corporations or the gov- 


ernments that turn a blind 
eye to the issues they cause. 
The conversation around the 
climate crisis is constantly 
evolving, though the issues 
around it remain pressing for 
the future. Despite scientific 
evidence, general counter ar- 
guments are constantly made, 
such as the claim that fossil 
fuels are cheaper and more ef- 
fective than alternative energy 
sources, and therefore, should 
remain the primary energy 
source. However, numerous 
studies have proved that, in 
the long run, alternative en- 
ergies are more cost effective 
than fossil fuels which have 
proven to be key contributors 
to the climate crisis, a fact that 
outweighs their “effective- 
ness.” Again, the path of cli- 
mate activism is long and ever 
changing, it is still possible to 
effectively make the switch 
to alternative energy sourc- 
es if the people stand in soli- 
darity and commit to change; 
by holding corporations and 
politicians accountable while 
also recognizing that capi- 
talism is the root, a decline 
in emissions may be seen. 
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Professional Actress Alondra 
Belén.talks ‘Rent’ and More! 


By SHaun Hoop 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

This past summer, | went 
to the Seacoast Repertory 
Theater in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire twice to see their 
production of “Rent.” Ever 
since I watched the biopic 
movie, “Tick, Tick... Boom!,” 
which is about the creator of 
“Rent,” Jonathan Larson, I’ve 
always loved his story and 
“Rent!” 

The Observer was recently 
fortunate enough to interview 
actress Alondra Belén. She 
played Mimi in “Rent” at the 
Seacoast Rep. Some of the 
questions I asked her came 
from NECC students! Check 
out the student questions be- 
low! The full interview with 
my questions included is on 
our website. 

Question from Olivia 
Barberian, who is taking a 
lot of theater classes: “How 
do you find ways to incor- 
porate your culture as being 
Puerto Rican into your art? 
It seems that you’re very 
passionate about your cul- 
ture and background, I am 
also passionate about my 
Armenian background and 
I’m curious!” 

AB: “ When I decided I 
wanted to do theater, I was 
back at home and there wasn’t 
really a program for musi- 
cal theater there. One ‘of the 
things I made sure of was that 
if | was going to do this, I was 
always going to bring my cul- 


Alondra’s Headshot. 


ture into everything that I do 
regardless of the background 
or the character. I’m never 
afraid to speak up about what 
my experience has been and 
I’m always so down to share 
with others and learn about 
their experiences as well. | 
feel like that’s kind of what 
could make me authentic as 
an actor.” 

“IT just happened to get 


Mimi, -and this is my dream 


role. It’s not specified what 
Hispanic background she’s 
from, but a lot of people say 
that she could be Puerto Ri- 
can.” 

“So even if it’s, some salsa 
movement or words in Span- 
ish, sometimes when I am do- 
ing a show that’s new, or I’m 
working with the playwright 
or the director, that’s a rela- 
tively new place, sometimes 
they say, ‘Ok we should bring 
some of your background 
and your cultural background 
into this.’ I’m like, ‘We can 
change some words up, we 
can add maybe some Span- 
ish words.’ “Rent” is already 
an established musical. You 
can’t really change the words 
in it, but there’s always ways 
into which you can make your 
work authentic based on your 
cultural background, and I 
think that’s very important for 


” 


me. 


Question from Business 
Transfer Major Rosa Garza: 
“As a Mexican, I am won- 
dering about if there have 


Photo Courtesy o Darnell Bennet Headshots 


been any challenges that 
you’ve encountered related 
to being Puerto Rican in the 
entertainment industry?” 
AB: “I feel like there’s defi- 
nitely been a shift ever since 
I started. I’m relatively new 
into the industry as well but 
ever since I started where I’m 
at right now. I definitely feel 
like there’s been a shift in a 


positive way into more hav- 


ing conversations about what 
you are open to do, what your 
boundaries are, and also the 
bias and the micro aggressions 
that can happen, in my experi- 
ence, being Puerto Rican, be- 
ing Latina.” 

“T think it’s just that I feel 
like we always have to be able 
to educate and learn and lis- 
ten from others. Realistically, 
everyone was brought up in 
different ways, and the most 
important part is to be able to 
educate others knowing that 
we are in an industry where 
there’s still so much that needs 
to happen for it to be open 
and accessible to everyone. I 
feel like we just need to keep 
having the conversations that 
might be difficult to have. The 
theater industry in itself has 
deep roots in racism. It’s ba- 
sically bringing those conver- 
sations and having them with 
your directors, stage manag- 
ers, and your fellow actors. 
The most important part is to 
not shy away from talking and 
representing.” 

History Major Joe Del- 


monico asks, “What in- 
spired you to get into the 
field of acting? I know you 
were in “The Lion King” 
in high school, what was it 
specifically about that expe- 
rience that inspired you so 
much?” 

AB: “I decided to get into 
acting first in sixth grade. I 
don’t know, because I was 
watch watching Disney Chan- 
nel, and I was saying, ‘I want 
to do that.’ Then | started tak- 
ing some acting lessons for the 
camera. Theater came in later, 
because, well, I didn’t have a 
theater. We didn’t do plays in 
my school. They were boring. 
We only had a club that did 
monologues and stuff.” 

“Then, later on came a the- 
ater coach who had just grad- 
uated with his bachelor’s in 
theater degree from the Uni- 
versity of Puerto Rico. He was 
coaching our club, but also, 
he wanted to do a play and a 
musical. He did a play called 
“Cuentos, Cuentos, y- mas 
Cuentos,” which translates 
to “Stories, Stories and More 
Stories,” which is a compila- 


- tion of different stories. That 


was my first play.” 

“Then we did ‘Lion King.’ 
I never really taken voice 
lessons, but I knew how to 
play the piano and -liked to 
sing while playing the piano. 
I said, ‘I’m just going to au- 
dition because I want to act 
in the future.’ I didn’t know 
almost. anything at all about 


Shaun and Alondra ater a Rent perormance. 


musical theater, but I got into 


it with “Lion King.” I played - 
adult Nala. This is “Lion King . 


Jr,’ so I learned so much. 
Apart from playing the role, 
I also worked in stagecraft. 
We were all a part of handling 
props, scenery and costumes. 
I just fell in love with the 
idea of being able to portray 
emotions and stories through 
acting, singing, and dancing. 
Since I wasn’t really exposed 
to it before, that’s when I was 


like, ‘Okay, I might like musi- . 


cal theater for a field of study.’ 
Because initially 1 was going 
to go for acting and I would 
want to do musical theater so 
that I can also work on acting. 


But I wanted to get the best of | 


both worlds.” 


“Lion King’ was such an- 


amazing experience because 
it was my first musical and it 
was almost every one of my 
friends’ first musical because 
we hadn’t really done shows 
in that school. Like I said be- 
fore, mixing all the different 
parts of doing theater because 
if you’re only a performer for 


12 years you only know that, — 


_— es ae’ 


but we were able also to do — 


everything that was backstage — 


as well. Doing all of that to- 
gether was an amazing experi- 
ence and that’s definitely what 
prompted me into doing this.” 


Find Alondra Belén on 


= - 


SS 


Instagram @alondrabnel 3. — 
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‘Proof was astounding performance 
Play marked first indoor theater production at NECC since pandemic 


By JACKSON GILBERT 
Correspondent 
- I had the absolute pleasure 


of attending the opening per- | 


formance of the play Proof at 
Northern Essex Community 
College on Nov. 10. 


Proof, a play by David Au- | 


burn, was directed by NECC 
alumni Matthew Lundergan. 

It featured Olivia Barberian 
as Catherine, Elian Gonzalez 
as Hal, Samantha Wheatley as 
Claire and George Tournas as 
Robert. 

Having no prior knowledge 
of the play, I sat down a bit 
tired and with zero expecta- 
tions - being the first in person 
indoor theater performance at 
the college in years, how good 
could it possibly be? 

To say that my expectations 
were blown out of the water 
would be an understatement. 

Proof was an absolute- 
ly astounding performance 
_ from all those involved, with 
such a heartfelt message that | 


couldn’t help but be enthralled. - 


Exploring the relationships 
between people is such a com- 
plicated thing, but Proof mas- 


- terfully links it to the field of 


academics and the despera- 
tion that those can feel when 
trying to prove a concept as 


Lt 


Photo courtesy of Brianne Beatrice 


The opening night of the play “Proof” had a full crowd on Nov. 10. 


their own- it’s messy, makes 
no sense from an outside per- 
spective, but given time and 
thought is perfectly clear. 

The entire cast - which con- 
sisted of four people, mind 
you- delivered such emotion- 
al genuinity that by the time 
it had reached intermission, | 
could hardly stop myself from 
standing up and demanding 
they continue immediately. 

The use of costume changes 
and props to imply changes in 
scenery where there was truly 


very.wednesda 
@7pm on Zoom 


The Art Cub provides the opportunity tor nece students GD 
“ to meet regularly to discuss ond engage in art-making : 
and ort opprecietion. 


none was incredible- selling 
the changes in temperature and 
reacting to differences that, to 
the audience, weren’t there im- 
mersed me more than I would 
have believed. 

It was a lesson in making 
more from less - and, while 
some may have found that con- 
fusing, it served the plot well. 

However, the downside of a 
production being a more phil- 
osophical story interested in 
bridging the gap between the 
scientific and the highly emo- 
tional is that it may not be for 


everyone. 

While I enjoyed every sec- 
ond, I couldn’t help but feel 
that, had I glanced away for a 
moment, I might have lost:the 
path of the plot entirely. This 
issue isn’t the fault of anyone 
in particular- in fact, it seems 
that the play itself knows that 
fact and, despite it, continues 
to be one of the most heart- 
warming, subversive pieces | 
have seen. 

I would say that I recom- 
mend the reader give it a watch 
- but as of the time of this writ- 


ing, the play is over, and the 
theater will be moving on to 
the next production. 

So while I cannot recom- 
mend. Proof anymore, I can 
safely say that the theater pro- 
gram has thoroughly proven 
themselves - and you can guar- 
antee that I'll be firmly in a 
seat for their next production. 

For more information about 


‘upcoming theater productions 


or classes, email Theater Coor- 
dinator Professor Brianne Be- 
atrice, bbeatrice@necc.mass. 
edu. 
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consisted of faculty, students 
and proud relatives. Drinks 
and delicious appetizers were 
displayed as well as a live 
piano which was playing del- 
icately George Gershwin’s 
music. 

Many guests were chatting 
softly amongst each other, vis- 
ibly thrilled to be there. 

Cassandra Kussad had her 
art featured as the cover of the 
flier for this event. The art was 
made in her art class. 

Kussad was excited for this 
event and to be able to show 
her art to an audience. 

Kussad said “what I like 
about my... art class is that it 
has no particular guidelines ... 
I find it to be very free when 
it comes to my assignments,” 
she said. 

Kussad’s__ relative men- 
tioned how her grandfather 
was also an artist, stating how 
creativity is so magical in the 
way you can make something 
out of “thin air,” out of for ex- 
ample, a napkin and a 

pen, as Kussad’s grandfa- 
ther would do. 

Like many artists Kussad 
finds inspiration in everything 
when it comes to art. She used 
art to express herself. 

Following a similar theme 
Ione, a student of Carter’s 
drawing I class, states that 
“you cannot teach art or really 
learn but somebody can guide 
you, Michelle is excellent at 
guiding us to places where we 


The viewers of the gallery 


can be at our fullest poten- 
tial.” 

Ione is a first year NECC 
art and design major who does 
face painting when she is out- 
side of school. She too, like 
Kussad, hopes to one day be 
able to pursue art as a career. 

“Tt is terribly exciting to be 
able to give the opportunity to 
showcase students’ art here,” 
said Callahan. 

The conversation about 
how NECC can make art 
classes an easier commute 

as opposed to heading to 
the Haverhill campus for the 
art students who reside in 

Lawrence began with a 
challenge that Carter thought 
she should help solve, 

Carter and other faculty 
members thought of ways they 
could help. 

Dr.Paul Beaudin, vice pres- 
ident of academic affairs and 
provost brought together a 
meeting with staff including 
Callahan who then proposed 
to make the building attain- 
able for teaching art. 

“Everyone was so proac- 
tive to solve this challenge,” 
says Carter. A blank slate was 
transformed by the mainte- 
nance crew who really brought 
together the perfect space for 
professors to to teach and for 
students to learn. 

Carter wishes to soon fill 
the area with even more art by 
the art students at NECC. 


’ 


Some of 
the art on 
display at 
the gallery 
opening in 
the Fourni- 
er build- 
ing on the 
Lawrence 
campus on 
Nov. 15. 
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Knights Basketball defeats Essex at New J ersey 
Team bounces back from Saturday loss at Selden, Eags Lstand, New York 


By Jose RopRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 
Editor 

On Sunday Nov. 13, the 
NECC Knights defeated Es- 
sex County College 66 to 62 
in Newark, N.J. 

The Knights were looking 
to regroup on Sunday, Nov. 
13, after losing to Suffolk 
Community College a day pri- 
or at Selden, Long Island, N.Y. 

“Hopefully we regroup, we 

had a good talk and I mean 
playing against this school 
(Essex) that they got 12 of 
their guys on scholarship so 
- it’s going to be a difficult task 
but I think eventually we will 
play much better today, than 
we played yesterday,” said 
NECC Knights Basketball 
head Coach Darren Stratton 
before the game. 

The game started at 12:02 
p.m. 

Mehmet “R2” Asik of An- 
kara, Turkey, won the tip off 
against Essex. 

Phillip Cunningham of 
Haverhill shot for two and he 
made it in. 

Ryan Pacy of Salem N.H., 
missed the three pointer, it was 
rebounded by Cunningham 


who passed it to Cristian Kins- 
ley of Lawrence who scored a 
three pointer for the Knights. 

Essex took advantage of 
the Knights turnover that they 
scored. 

Jeremiah Melendez of Law- 
rence scored a three pointer. 

The Knights were down by 
a point, the score was 15 to 14 
when Stratton called a time 
out. 

Pacy scored for the Knights. 

The Knights turned the ball 


over, it was a turnover for the i 


Knights. 

The Knights were on n top. 
Edwin SamMbaka of P: 
France, made it 18 to 17. 

An offensive foul on Es- 
sex gave possession on the 
Knights ball. 


Melendez scored a three 


pointer to put the Knights up 
by two, the score was 21-19. 
The game eventually was tied 
at 21 when Melendez found 
Kinsley who banged in a three. 

The Knights and Essex 
were fouling and eventually 
both teams went to the free 
throw line. 

The Knights were up by 
eight, the Knights were win- 
ning 31 to 23. ; 


The Knights had back-to- 
back travel with SamMbaka 
and Asik. 

The Knights were up by 
four at the half, 35 to 31 when 
they went into their locker 
room. 

I ask coach Stratton I felt 
you guys could’ve scored 
more points in the first half 
that you guys were missing 
shots? ; 

“Oh we could’ve and that’s 


something we got to correct» 


in practice we (are) missing 
way too many easy lay ups, 
too many open shots but ‘that 


ng that we can’t correct 
overnight, it’s something that 
we got to correct throughout 
practice and keep repeating in 
practice,” Stratton said. 

The Knights’ largest lead in 
the first half was eight and Es- 
sex cut it to four. 

The Knights in the begin- 
ning of the second period 
weren’t as aggressive as they 


_were in the first half. 


Essex was in a run against 
the Knights, then Pacy scored 
a three to put the Knights on 
top and Essex tied on a free 
throw at 42 a piece. 


‘comes work that i is some- 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
Knights vs Essex County on Sunday Nov. 13 at Newark, 


New Jersey 
Essex was on top 44 to 42. 
Angel Herrera of Lawrence 


sscored a three to give the 


Knights a 45 to 44 lead. 

Tre Fite of Massillon, Ohio 
scored a three pointer Asik 
stole the ball, passed it to Me- 
lendez to put the Knights up 
50 to 45 as the Knights were 
up by five. Asik made it 52-45 
eventually. The score was 55 
to 47 when the Knights lead 
was slipping away. 

The Knights were leading 
by three as Kinsley made a 
free throw with the next pos- 
session. Kinsley shot a three 


‘as the Knights increased their 


lead. 

Pacy extended the Knights 
lead with a three pointer to 
make it 62 to 54. 

A good pass for the Knights 
as the plan was executed per- 


fectly to make this game 64 to 
54. 

The Knights lead almost 
slipped away in a hurry, they 
were up 65-62 but it was 
enough to defeat Essex, a huge 
win for the Knights. 

Cunningham told me the 
difference between Nov. 12 
and Nov. 13 match up was 
“today it was a wake up call,” 
Cunningham said. “We under 
estimated them so we came 
back today and get the win,’ 
he said. 

Luis Reynoso of Lawrence 
did not played on Sunday con- 
test with a hip injury. 

The Knights home opener 
will be on Thursday, Nov. 17, 
at the Sports and Fitness Cen- 
ter in the Haverhill Campus. 


Pacy’s late minutes heroics defeat Quinsigamond 


By Jose RopriGuEz 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 
Editor 
On Thursday, Nov. 10, 
> NECC Knights defeated Quin- 
sigamond Community College 
76 to 73 in Worcester. 

1 asked NECC Knights as- 

sistant coach Cameron Strat- 
‘ton, the son of the head coach 
Darren Stratton, how are they 
blocking all the noise and not 
being distracted as this is the 
home opener for Quinsiga- 
mond? 

“Yeah, it seems we played 
a couple home openers now 
from NHTI and Bunker Hill. 
I think the guys are starting 
to finally get used to it espe- 
cially the guys that are playing 
for a while and I think we will 
be ready for the atmosphere,” 
Cameron Stratton said. 

The Knights won the tip- 
off. Mehmet “R2”Asik scored 
to make it 2-0. Quinsigamond 
tied the game up. 

Luis Reynoso of Lawrence 
put the Knights 5 to 4 and Asik 


extend the Knights lead. 

The game was 7 to 6 when 
Jasjit Banwait of Malton, 
Ontario, Canada, shot a two 
pointer. 

The Knights . eventually 
were trailing in the ball game 
13 to 9.The Knights were com- 
mitting fouls. Darlin Santiago 
of Salem, shot a three pointer 
followed by Jeremiah Melen- 
dez of Lawrence with a two 
pointer, as the Knights retook 
the lead, 16 to 13. Knights re- 
take the lead 16 to 13. 

The Knights were up 18 to 
17 when it was called a jump 
ball. 

Melendez of the Knights 
made a three pointer to make 
it 21 to 17. Edwin SamMbaka 
of Paris, France, made it 23 to 
1% 

SamMbaka stole the ball 
and he ran into the basket to 
make it 25 to 17 in favor of the 
Knights. Ryan Pacy did the 
same exact thing, that made it 
27 to 20 after Quinsigamond 
scored on a three pointer. 


two 
the 


Reynoso scored a 
pointer and extended 
Knights lead by nine. 

Reynoso had two fouls in a 
span of one minute that made 
Quinsigamond get possession 
of the ball. 

Metin Yavuz of Istanbul, 
Turkey, scored to made it 
33 to 25. Cristian Kinsley of 
Lawrence made it 39 to 29 as 
the Knights were up by 10 at 
the half. 3 

“T think it was our depth, 
they played their starter a lot 
of minutes, in, fact I don’t 
know their big guy 22 their big 
gun ever got a break. One of 
the things that so impressive 


about this team is our depth. — 


We have a couple conference 
caliber guys coming off our 
bench and that wears (the) 
team down, so I think as the 
half went on we able to stretch 
the lead a little bit and make 
it a 10 point game,” Assistant 
head coach Nick Nofi said. 


The game was 41-32 when . 


Cunningham made it inside 


the bucket and a foul for a 
chance for a three point play. 
Cunningham made it in as the 
Knights were up by 10. 

Reynoso missed a _ two 
pointer but his friend Mehmet 
“R2” Asik of Ankara, Turkey, 
was right there to back him up 
and scored a two pointer. 

A three pointer by Ryan 
Pacy of Salem N.H., in the 
next possession they gave a 
foul on Pacy where he shot 
two balls in. 

Pacy and Kevin Monteiro 
of Sommerville committed a 
foul for the Knights. 

‘Quinsigamond made a run 
against the Knights to make 
this game interesting. 

Asik ended Quinsigamond 
run by scoring a two pointer. 

Reynoso shot for two and 
a foul went to the free throw 
line where he made it in. Asik 
made for two. 

There were a lot of fouls 
during the ball game. 

“We just get a little bit slap- 
py and we got into foul trou- 


ble, also we started to make 
wrong decisions and get into 
foul trouble, also we started 
to make wrong decisions and 
started to take all the shots and 
we couldn’t make them but we 
are going to work at it during 
practice,” Asik said. 

Quinsigamond took a two 
point lead as they were lead- 
ing the Knights 71 to 69. 

The Knights blow a 19 
point lead. 

“They zone hurt us, they 
played a 1-3-1 and sometimes 
3-2 zone and we were always 
never patient to attacking it, 
getting turnover to try to force 
it inside by moving around 
the too much inside, out and 
we didn’t shoot well against 
it. We can’t move the ball and 
get lay ups of the zone... and 
they did a good job of slowing 
the game down executing their 
half court set...” Nofi said. 

Pacy scored five points less 
than a minute. Pacy’s late min- 
ute heroics were enough to de- 
feat Quinsigamond 76 to 73. 
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Knights basketball first conference division win of the season 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Tuesday, Nov. 8, the 
NECC Knights defeated Bun- 
ker Hill Community College 
Bulldogs 87 to 77 for their 
first conference division game 
of the season and improved to 
3-0 overall during the season. 

Before the game I asked 
NECC Basketball head coach, 
Coach Darren Stratton how he 
managed a conference division 
game vs non conference. 

“Every game _ matters,” 
Coach Stratton said. “This 
game is more significant com- 
ing towards our overall record 
and as far as our regional re- 
cord goes, I might be tonight 
tied in the bench to see how it 
goes and not goes as deep but 
which looks toward any other 
game and hopefully we tried to 
improve what we did over the 
weekend and hopefully to im- 
prove it to conference game,” 
said Stratton. 

The Bulldogs were ranked 
number five in the nation pre- 
season coming into tonight’s 
game. I asked Coach Stratton 
how scary the Bulldogs can be 
and what the Knights can do to 


stay focused and still get a vic- 
tory in the road? 

“T think we just got to play 
our type of game we can’t let 
them slow us down ... they 
have a huge size advantage 
against us, their point guard is 
an All Region player first team 
so we need a lot in our group to 
try to control him. They beat a 
very good Bronx team in New 
York over the weekend so we 
are looking forward towards 
the challenge and | think my 
guys will be up for the chal- 
lenge for tonight,” he said. 

The game officially started 
at 6:05 p.m. 

Bulldogs won the tipoff 
against the Knights. 

Bulldogs struck first scoring 
the first four points during the 
game. ; 

Phillip Cunningham of 
Haverhill scored a two pointer 
followed by two three pointer 
by Cristian Kinsley of Law- 
rence to put this game 8 to 4 in 
favor of the Knights. 

The Bulldogs had four fouls 
in the first six minutes of the 
game. 

Jeremiah Melendez of Law- 
rence scored a two pointer for 


the Knights to make this game 
13 to 12 in favor of the Bull- 
dogs, the next possession that 
the Knights had Melendez 
put the Knights on top as they 
were up by one. 

Luis Reynoso of Lawrence 
made one of two in as the 
Knights increased their lead 
by two. 

Bulldogs Osa Irlowen of 
Milton put the Bulldogs ahead 
18 to 17. Melendez was in the 
free throw line where he tied 
the score up at 18.a piece. 

The Bulldogs made it 20 to 
18 after the Knights tied the 
game at 20. 

Melendez passed the ball 
to Kevin Monteiro of Som- 
merville to put the Knights up 
22 to 20. In the next posses- 
sion Melendez increased the 
Knights lead by four. 

The game was tied at 26 
when Reynoso with a lay up 
put the Knights up 28 to 26. 
Cunningham made it 30 to 28. 
Edwin SamMbaka of Paris, 
France made it 32 to 28. 

The Knights kept them self 
in distance against the Bull- 
dogs by going on a 21 to 2 run 
to end the first half. 


The Knights were up 49 to 
28 when they went into their 
locker room at the half. Bull- 
dogs had 10 fouls and the 
Knights six. 

“T thought that was the key, 
we finished the half on a 21-2 
run but then in the second half 
I believe they open up on a 13 
to 1 run. I mean we can’t have 
that inconsistency, if you want 
to be a championship team you 
have to have consistency,” said 
Coach Stratton. 

Forty nine points, that is the 
most the Knights have scored 
in one period during the course 
of the season. 

In the second half Bulldogs 
ended.that run by playing more 
aggressive and Bulldogs battle 
through. 

Bulldogs had two different 
runs in the second period. 

13 to 1 run and a 24 to 2 run. 

“Our energy just dropped 
we didn’t rebound we didn’t 
push the ball in the floor but 
then they got back to say,” said 
NECC Knight basketball play- 
er Ryan Pacy. 

The Knights weren’t play- 
ing aggressive basketball, they 
were playing sloppy defense 


and were not executing during 
that run that the Bulldogs had. 

The Knights were missing 
a lot of free throws and they 
weren’t executing the way 
they wanted. 

“We missed a lot of free 
throws and our executing 
wasn’t good, our executing got 
to be much better and I think 
we can learn from this, I am 
just glad that we came in the 
winning side,” Coach Stratton 
said. 

The Knights scored the next 
four points to make it 66 to 59. 

Mehmet Asik “R2” of An- 
kara, Turkey was in the free 
throw line when the Knights 
were up 69 to 65 Asik made 
two free throws in to make it 
71 to 65. 

The Knights increased their 
lead to 76 to 65. 

SamMbaka nailed down a 
three for the Knights to put this 
game 79 to 70. 

The Knights defeated Bull- 
dogs 87 to 77. In the second 
half the Knights had eight 
fouls and Bulldogs 14. 


Kinsley and Reynoso combined 28 points win over Mustangs 


By JosE RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Saturday, Nov. 5, 
NECC Knights defeated Cen- 
tral Maine Mustangs 78 to 63 
in Concord, N.H., for the tap 
off classic. 

Before the game Coach 
Darren Stratton told me he 
talked to his players to clean 
up all the dirty plays that they 
did on opening night in the 
first game of the season. 

“That’s the first thing we 
said to clean up the stuff, clean 
up the game clean up the turn- 
overs. It’s tough when you 
can’t practice you can talk all 
you want but when you can’t 
practice it, it’s going to be ex- 
tremely difficult but that’s the 
first thing we enforced, we en- 
forced finding a men boxing 
out and cleaning up the turn- 
over we gave them 22 turn- 
overs, that’s 22 extra position 
we gave them so we can’t have 
that we going to lose more 
than what we going to win,” 
he said. 

The Mustangs won the tap- 
off- against the Knights. The 
game started at 12:04 p.m. 

Central Maine scored first 


to get things started against the 
Knights. 

Luis Reynoso of Lawrence 
scored a three pointer to put 
the Knights up 3 to 2 in the 
game. 

The Knights increased that 
lead as Jeremiah Melendez of 
Lawrence made it 6 to 4. 

Mustangs tied the game up 
at 6. Reynoso put the Knights 
ahead 8 to 6. 

The Knights were up 12 to 
8 when Edwin SamMbaka of 
Paris, France went to the free 
throw line and made two shots 
in. 

Cristian Kinsley of Law- 
rence shot a three and made 
it in Kinsley was five for four 
on three point line in the first 
half Kinsley finished with 12 
points in the game. 

“Yeah I think Luis and 
Cristian as well as some oth- 
er guys had some excellent 
game today. Luis and Cristian 
played all the way through 
high school. So I think they 
know each other tendency and 
they work off each other and 
was showing today, I mean 
Luis this weekend I think was 
man against boys and I think 


everyone else in the team ral- 
ly against them and he is firm 
believer as well as anyone else 
that there is no special person 
in this basketball team that ev- 
eryone has held accountable,” 
Coach Stratton said. 

Philip Cunningham — of 
Haverhill stole the ball and 
passed it to Reynoso as Reyno- 
so banged a two pointer to in- 
crease the Knights lead. 

It was clear the first half that 
the Knights got the Mustangs 
number. The Mustangs started 
to play sloppy basketball all 
around as the Knights got into 
their head. 

A steal by Reynoso made it 
in to make it 40-18 in favor of 
the Knights. 

The Knights were taking 
advantage of Mustangs foul as 
the Knights was making free 
throws. The Knights had 11 
fouls while Mustangs had 10. 
The second half started with 
Reynoso shooting a two the 
very next play he stole the ball 
and passed it to Mehemet Asik 
“R2” of Ankara Turkey to Me- 
lendez to Tre Fite of Massil- 
lon, Ohio who scored a three 
point shot. 


The Knights largest lead in 
the first half was 24 and in the 
second half was 26. 

“The lead slipped away 
some of the guys we start de- 
fending we start doing the sim- 
ple things we can’t take any- 
thing for granted we have to 
get better every day every pos- 
session and I think we felt we 
took some of the possession, I 
think Central Maine close out 
the first half with an 8-0 run 
and then early in this half they 
made a 10-0 run because we 
got lazy, we weren’t very ef- 
fective,” Coach Stratton said. 

The Knights opened the 
second half with a 10-2 run 
over the Mustangs. 

Metin Yavuz and Asik got 
technical fouls in the second 
half. I ask Stratton why they 
were able to stay in the game 
if they got technical fouls. 

“When you get two techni-~ 
cal you are not allowed to get 
back in the court each of them 
receive one technical R2 was 
from hanging in the basket and 
Metin was for vulgar language 
that we got to clean up,” Strat- 
ton said. 

The Mustangs were on a 


run against the Knights as they 
were trying to keep it closer 
as the run ended on Reynoso 
three pointer. 

Coach Stratton used anoth- 
er timeout as he was pretty 
upset and angry that the team 
wasn’t playing well the way 
that Stratton wanted the team 
to perform during the middle 
of the second half. 

“I was very upset because 
I had some basketball players 
on this team that weren’t all 
about the team, that they were 
about them self and individual 
and they have to understand 
that there is not enough min- 
utes on this basketball game 
to get everyone involved and 
they either want to be part of 
the team or they going to be 
part of individual and from 
day one they know I will sign 
a transfer for any single play- 
er on my basketball team to 
transfer else where...” he said. 

The Knights in the last five 
minutes of the game they start- 
ed fouling and missing shots. 
They could have scored more 
than 78 points during the game 
which they won 78-63. 
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Reynoso’s 21 points lift the Knights to victory 


Reynoso shines in his Knights debut on opening night 


By Jose RopriGuez 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 


On Friday, Nov. 4, the: 


NECC Knights defeated 
New Hampshire Technical 
Institution NHTI 81 to 69 
to begin their 2022-23 cam- 
paign for the NHTI tap-off 
classic. 

During the pre game in- 
terview NECC Basketball 
_ head coach Darren Stratton 
said he was excited to get 
the season underway “I’m 
excited but I know the (guys 
are) excited more, we’ve 
been doing workout since 
- September, been practicing 
since October so | think the 
kids are more excited to get 
this under way than J am...” 
he said. 

The game officially start- 
ed at 7:35 p.m. NHTI won 
‘the tip off. Mehmet Asik of 
_ Ankara, Turkey fouled with 
just 38 second in the game. 

Luis Reynoso of Law- 
rence made the two pointer 
and went to the free throw 


line for a chance for a three 


point play. Reynoso finished 
the game with 21 points. 
“Very excited you know 


(the) team came out came. 


a little slow but we came 
through in the second half 


and finished,” said Reynoso. 


The Knights committed 
four fouls in the first five 
minutes of the game, also 
they were having a lot of 
turnover and were play- 
ing sloppy basketball. The 
Knights finished the game 
with 22 turnovers. 

I asked Coach Stratton 
during the post game about 
the 22 turnovers that his 
team had. “It can’t happen, 
that’s my biggest concern 
coming in is | think | told 
you preseason losing Daniel 
(Almarante) and not having 
someone in the point guard 
position, 22 turnover it is 
just crazy and we just can’t 
have that to move forward 
_ but we are going to try some 


different things, try some [™ 


different guys, try to find 
someone (who) could settle 
that in and hopefully some 
one can do that,” he said. 


Edwin SamMbaka of Par- 
is, France put the Knights 
ahead 12 to 11. This was 


the Knights first lead-of the° 


game. 

Stratton 
second timeout when the 
Knights were losing 15 to 
‘ee 

Cristian Kinsley of Law- 
rence made this ‘a one-point 
game when he shot it for 
three to make this game 17 
to. 16 in favor of NHTI. 

NHTI made a pair of free 
throws to make this game 
19-16. 

The game was 21-16 
when Reynoso made the 
next four points for the 
Knights as they were down 
by a point. 

The Knights took a 22- 
21 lead as Mehemet Asik 
“R2” of Ankara, Turkey 
put the Knights on top. 


Reynoso missed one’ - 


of the two free throws as 
the Knights were up 23-21. 
Reynoso was 11 for 13 in 
the free throw line. Phillip 
Cunningham of Haverhill 
increased the Knights lead 
to four. 2 
Ryan Pacy of Salem, 
N.H., shot for three and he 
fall down on the floor. Strat- 
ton was arguing that Pacy 
was fouled as the referee did 
not look at it that way. 
“Ryan Pacy shot a three 
and they didn’t let him land, 
they said they let him land 
but they didn’t let him land 
and I felt the referee missed 
but he told me that he let 
him land so they give him 
the space and we move for- 
ward from that,” he. said. 
The Knights were down 
by three when Tre Fite of 
Massillon, Ohio found Cun- 
ningham to make this a one 


called “a “30° 


Photo Courtesy Bryan Thomas 


NECC Knights Basketball player Luis Reynoso of Lawrence in a game against NHTI on 
Nov. 4 to start 2022-23 campaign. 


point game. 

It was a back and forth 
game with two minutes left 
in the first half. 

The Knights were trailing 
by a point, it was 36 to 35 
at halftime. The Knights had 


14 fouls while NHTI had 12. - 


In the second half Asik 
“R2” started the scoring for 
the Knights. The game was 
39 to 38 when Kinsley lay- 
down a three point basket to 
make it 42-38. 

NHTI made. this a two 
point game as the Knights 
answered back by scoring 
the next five points, a two 
point shot by Reynoso and 


Peter Lopota of Groveland, . 


off the bench, banged a 
three pointer. 

The Knights had momen- 
tum to begin the second half, 
that lead wasn’t big enough, 
the momentum was taking 


away a little as NHTI had a 
lead and the Knights came 
back to tie the game at 52. 

During the course of the 
game the lead hanged 16 
times. . 

The Knights were win- 
ning 56 to 54 when Reyno- 
so was in the free throw line 
and made both of the free 
throws in. 

The Knights were build- 
ing up momentum and cre- 
ated this time a large gap 
against NHTI as Reynoso 
for the second time in less 
than one minute was in the 
free throw line as he con- 
nected both shots success- 
fully. 

Pacy stole the ball and 
run made it into the bucket 
to put this a 10 point game. 

The Knights were up 79- 
66. The Knights increased 
their lead to 13 as Cunning- 


ham made two shot in as the 
Knights were up by 15. 

Coach Stratton told me- 
the adjustment. the team had 
from the first half to the sec- 
ond half. 

“The biggest adjustment 
we made is we decided to 
rebound a little bit and find- 
ing men? to block out in the 


’ first half, they just kill us in 


the half and we gave up way 
too many chance opportuni- 
ty and it wasn’t just coming 
from the bigs it was coming 
from the not sure what that 
should say but gods spot 
seems weird ...it was com- 
ing everywhere hopefully 
we can show this kids in 
film and clean up some of 
that can help us move for- 
ward,” he said. 

The Knights went on to 
defeat NHTI on their open- 
ing night 81-69. 
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NECC Cross Country completes season at Suffolk University Invitational 


By Douc LEAFFER 
NECC Engineering Professor 


NECC Cross Country 
Knights completed their 
regular season under 
Coach Dave Tousignant 
at the Suffolk Univer- 
sity Invitational held at 
Franklin Park, Boston on 
Oct. 15, 2022. Runners 
Josh Leaffer finished the 
5 mile course in 34.27 
minutes, following his 
personal best of 33:07 a 
week prior at The James 
Early Invitational at 
Westfield State. NECC’s 
Jenn Carmona finished 
the Franklin Park course 
with a 36:10. She ran a 
personal best of 35:40:36 
this season. 


Photo Courtsey of Doug Leaffer 


Basketball photos 


By Jose RopRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez Photo by Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez | 


NHTI Tap Off Classic on Saturday Nov. 5 NECC Knights vs Central Maine NECC Knights visit Bunker Hill Community College on Nov. 8 at 
at Concord, N.H. See story on Page 12. Charlestown. See story on Page 12. 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / siete Editor Jose Rodriguez 
NECC Knights visit Quinsigamond Community College on ' 
Thursday Nov. 10 at Worcester. See story on Page 11. 
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Knights All- -Region Women’ s Volleyball 


(») observer.necc.mass.edu 


By Jose RopriGuEz 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 
On Monday Oct. 31, 
NECC Knights Women’s 
Volleyball players Kaith- 
leen Perez-Flores of Lowell, 
Ashley Martinez of Law- 
rence, Caroline Burns of 
Haverhill, and Eliany Deje- 
sus of Lowell were chosen 
All-Region Volleyball by 
the conference volleyball 
committee for their hard 
work and dedication on the 


~ court throughout the season. 


-Perez-Flores was in the 
top five on five of the eight 
categories of Region 21. 

Martinez was in the top 


~ 10 on five of the eight cate- 


gories of Region 21, includ- 


ing ranking first on digs per 


set with 3.48 and digs with 
15a 
-Dejesus was in the top 20 


on five of the eight catego- 


ries of Region 21. 

_ For the second ‘straight 
year Perez-Flores was cho- 
sen for team one of All-Re- 


~. gion.’I talked to her about 


what was the difference 
between the last two years. 
“They were different skills 


level between both teams 


last year and this year but 


it still a good talent work- 


ing with these people, just 
because it adds more skills 
to you as much as they add 
more skills to you so you 
know it is both experiences 
for both of us,” she said. 

She found out the news 
that she was chosen All-Re- 
gion by one of her team- 
mates. “I was pretty sur- 
prised, 
that they do those awards 
and | didn’t think that it was 
going to happen this soon 
ether but yeah I was pretty 
excited I was proud of my 
self and proud of the other 
girls that also won this title 
like Ashley(Martinez), Car- 
oline (Burns) and Eliany 
(Dejesus),” she said. 

‘| talked to her about what 
kind of support she has re- 
ceived from her family and 
friends for achieving this 
award. She mentioned to 
me that she hasn’t told her 
family yet and some of her 


I honestly forgot 


‘friends found out and they r 
were proud of her as well. 


“In the off season I al- | 


ways tried to maintain active 


like I know last off season it } 


came to me kinda early be 
cause I got injured... so ge 
that ankle heel better mak- 
ing sure I was working out 
as much as I can that way 
I could give my 100 % and 


more to the team and to my | — 


play,” she said. 


I talked to Perez-Flores | | 


©) @neccobserver 


how she is a great server} , 


in the court “Honestly, it is | 
just the consistent practice 
of serve. I’ve been playing | 


volleyball for almost nine — 


years now and I have been 
working on that serve and 
also the clubs and other 
things that help me progress 
and become better so you 
know continue on that prac- 
tice on that serve that really 
got me there,” she said. 

I asked her if she was 
surprised that she was in 
the top five. “I was pretty 
surprised honestly, because 
you know there are a lot of 
girls that we compete with 
and you know as much as 
I consider myself a pretty 
good player although the 
players that we faced were 
really good as well as my 
teammates I didn’t think of 
getting too far but you know 
my skills level speaks for it- 
self I guess,” she said. | & 

She is currently majoring 


in Criminal Justice. During. 


the two years in Northern 
Essex, she mentioned to me 
that it taught her to be more 
organized and prepare for 
four year college/ universi- 
ty and as an athlete there are 
going to be ups and down. 
Martinez learned she was 
nominated when I told her. 
“Suddenly I open Insta- 
gram and saw the page of 
the school and... I was in 
shock. I didn’t know how to 
react | didn’t know what is 
happening or what I got my- 
self into but I knew it was 
something super good I felt 
so enthusiastic so happy... 
my first year my first semes- 
ter I felt special,” she said. . 
~ “To be honest at first 
before that I enter the uni- 


HTINES CAROLINE BURNS 


All-Region Knights Volleyball nominees. 


versity my vision was that 
I wasn’t going to be good 
like it wasn’t going to be 
sufficient for the team. that 
my level wasn’t sufficient 
and | was going to miss ... 
although I knew that I had 
a lot of heart in volleyball 
I felt it wasn’t going to be 
sufficient but when I came 
and I knew I can do it and 
like always I tried to give 
my 100% in everything no 
matter what in practice and 
games always tried to put it 
in heart because what ever 
you do in practice you. go- 
ing to do it-in.games and 


if you don’t put yoursheart ee 
_ -in asport then why you are 


here.,. I felt that-what:hap- 
pened to motivate me for 
this can happen,” she said. 

I told her what kind of 


support did she receive 
from her family and family’ 


‘....my friends they were 
always there supporting me 
telling me I can do it you 
are the best give it every- 
thing they were always sup- 
porting me some of them 
came to a few of my games 
sometimes they help me in 
practice like my teammates 


like Kathleen one of them» 
she was always motivate me~ 


and helping me,” she said. 
The part about there being a 
little distance from. family is 


- confusing. 


I asked her if ae on 
honor and privilege that she 
was named All Region since 


most of the girls that play 
volleyball in the past never 
had a.chance to.be named 
All Region. “I really real- 
ly still don’t believe it that 
J am in that category like 
for real, at first I thought it 
was an error but no, I said 
Ashley you got to believe it. 
I said wow, what an oppor- 
tunity.. this has never hap- 
pened to me and look at me 
now,” she said. 

She also told me for next 
year that she knows that she 
can bring her numbers up to 
be a part of different catego- 
ries. 

Her mindset before a 
game.so she can be focused 


ais listening to music. 


A goal that she has in 
mind that she wants to fo- 
cus on during the offseason 


is to be part of a club of 


volleyball. She also. would 
love her level to go up to the 
max. She also told me that 
she would like to play pro- 
fessional volleyball. 

Burns is the Knights cap- 
tain. She got the news that 
she was. an All-Region by 
her co-captain “Kathleen 
texted ... ] was really con- 
fused at first then I was kin- 


‘da looking at it and I was 


really surprised honestly 
so good achievement,” she 
said. 

She-never imagined her 
first year playing volleyball 
for the school that she was 
going to be part of All-Re- 


Courtsey by neccknights.com 


gion, she said. “No honest- 
ly, I haven’t played for two 
years and I got a text from 
coach (Pelosi) ...1 was kin- 
da doing it for fun because 
I missed it. I didn’t think 
I actually (would) make 
All-Reginal or anything.” 

I ask Burns y. nat kind 
of support did she receive 
from her family and friends. 
“It was hard at first like 
practicing everyday and 
balancing school work-so 


my. parents were really good 
about helping me all of that 
and my friends also were 


very encouraging, xe | 
also play in a new [sition 


so my teammat re real- 
ly helpful anc aches,” 
she said. 

She was survrised and 


thankful that she got this 
award. “I really thought this 
wouldn’t happen. | just was 
playing fér fun’ and trying 
to do my best, | didn’t think 
of anything honestly,” she 
said. 

An improvement that she 
wants to work on for next 
year is her strength and to 
get stronger. 

She mentioned to me she 
has been playing volleyball 
since six or seventh grade 
and she is a biology major 
at Northern Essex. 

I tried to interview Deje- 
sus for this achievement but 
it was unsuccessful, 
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